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ibit tbattk** Woman hath done, be.told for a memertaltf her, Matt. 1 6. 
Muk. 14.5. Luke faith further. She waea fautr, and that fie flood 
ut hi* feet behind him weeping. and begun to wafi his feet with her tears 
nni did wipe them with the hair of her hefd , and kjfled b* fttt+ and an. 
nointed them with Ojntment . And when Jefus faw the Heart of the tbu- 
rifee thit hathbit’den him to hisheufc, he took occafion tofpeak unto 
Simon , at you may read in Lnkj 7. and he turned to the woman, and 
faid, Siiron, fee) then this Woman } Thou gone ft me no water to my feet. 




head : Thougavefl me nokjfs , but this Woman, fine* I catuetn, hath not 
tea fed to kjfs my Feet : My H:ad with Oyl thorn didftnot a anoint, but tbit 
Woman hath annotated my Feet with Oyntment : wherefore!fay ante thee, 
her fins , which are many, are forgiven her, for fie hath loved math , 
Luke 7,37, to the end. 

Alfo there was many women with followed Jefus from Galilee , 
miniftring unto him, and ftood a far off when he was Crucified , tMat. 
*8. 55. Mark. if. Yea even the women of Jerufalem wept for him, 
jnfomuch thathefaid unto them, Weep not for me , ye Daughters ofjz. 
aufalem , but weep for your felvts , and for your Children , Zuke 23. 


And certain Women which bad been healed of evil Spirits andlnfrmitits , 
Miry Magdalen , and Joanna the Wife of Chula , Herods Stewards 
Wife., and many others which miniflred unto him of their fubflanct, Luke 

5 | 2 , 3 . t 

Thus we fee thae Jefus owned the Xove and Graee that appeared in 
Women, and did not defpife it, and by what is recorded in the Scrip, 
turn, he received as much love, kindnefs , compafsion > and tender 
dealing towards him from Women, as he did from any others, both in 
his life time, and alfo after they had exerciCed their cruelty upon him, 
for Mary Magdalene , and Mary the Mother of Jofes , beheld where he 
was laid s And when the Sabbath wat fall , Miry Migdalen , and Mary 
the Mother of James, and Salom , had brought / veetfpicet that they might 
annotnt him : And very early in the morning , the firfl day of the week, 
they came unto the Sepulchre at tbe.riflng of the S*n y And they faid among 
thcmfelves whofhall roll us a# ay the floutfrom the door of the Sepulchre} 
And when they look/d, the ftone wat rolled away for it was very great : 
Mark Id. 1,2, 3,4. A'Jke 24.1,2. and they went down into the Sepal - 
ehre, and as Matthew faith , Tht Angel rolled away the floue , and he 
faid ante the Women, Ftar not, Ikpow whom ye feek,, Jtfue which whs 

Crucified 


/««> 

Jsdis poured up» them, tod ban the Mellage of the Lord Jefin 
ten unco them? muftnot they fpeak the Word of the Lord becaufcof 
thefe tmdecent and unreveient Women that the ApoftJe fpeafcsof, tnd 
to, in thcfe two Scripmrcsf And how are the men of this Gcnaatidn 
blinded, that bring thefe Scriptures, and pervert the Apofthrs Words, 
tod corrupt his intent in (peaking of them f and by thefe Scriptures, en¬ 
deavour co'ftop the Mdface and Word of the Lord God in Women, by 
contemning and dcfpilmg of them. If the Ap:ftlt wsuld have had 
Womens tpeaking flap:, and did nu allow of them, whvdiJ he entreat 
his trite Yaak-frllow to help thofe Women who labomed with him \n 
the Gifpcl ? Phil. 4. 3. And why did the Ap .file* joyn together in 
Pra .cr and Sufpication with the Women , and Matj the Mother of 
Jfef-ii, and with his B ethren, tsf&s 1.14. if the/ had not allowed, 
and had union and fdlowlhip with the Spirit of G)d, whcrcvric was 
revc il.d in Women as well as others t But all this oppofing and gain- 
faying of Womens Speaking, huh rifenovt of the bottom left Pit, and 
fpirit of Datkncfs that hath fpoken for thefe many hundred years to- 
gether in this night of Apoflacy, fince the Revelations have ceafed and 
been hid, and foihat fpiric hath limited and bound all up within its bond 
and compafs, and fo would fuffer none to fpeak, bucfuch as that fpiritof 
Darkncfs, approved of, Manor Woman. 

Andio here hath been the mifery of thefe laft Agespaft, in the time 
of the Reign of rhe Beaft, that Jehu faw when he flood upon the Sand 
ef the Sea, riling out of the Sea, and out of the Earth, having feven 
Heads and ten Homs, %ev. 13. In this great City of Bshyltn, which 
is the woman that hath fitten fo long upon the Scarlet-coloured Beaft, 
full of names of Blafphemy, having feven H:ads and ten Hams; and 
this Woman hath been arrayed and decked with gold, and pearls, and 
piecious flones; and Ihe hath had a golden Cup in her hand, full of 
Abominations, and hath made all Nations drunk with the Cup of her 
Fornication; and all the world hath wondred after the Beaft, and hath 
worfhipped the Dragon that gave power to t\e Beaft; and this woman 
bath been diunk with the blood of the Saints, and with the blood of 
the Martyrs of Jefus; and this hath been the woman that hath been 
fpeakiftg and ufurping authority for many hundred years together: 
And let the times and ages part teftifie how many have been murdered 
and Gain, in Ages and Generations paftj every Religion and Profeffion 
(as it hath been called )killing and murdering one another, that would 
not joyn one with another; Aqd thus the Spirit of Truth, and the Power 



afflicted. In these years she also worked vigorously to convert the 
Jews, a project which was very important to George Fox and which 
the Quakers carried to Holland, where Margaret Fell's books were 
translated into Hebrew, Latin, and Dutch. After May of 1660 she 
began a life-long habit of visitations, in which she travelled to 
London and into the far reaches of England. Her first visit from 
Swarthmoor Hall was to London on a mission to persuade Charles 
II to have George Fox released from Lancaster Castle. Her success 
ingaining an audience with Charles and in convincing him that the 
Quakers were neither blasphemous nor seditious led her in subse¬ 
quent years to travel to London many times when George Fox was 
imprisoned or when the Quakers were suffering from wide-spread 
persecution. In 1663 she made a 1000 mile journey through Bristol, 
Somersetshire, Devonshire, York, Northumberland, and West¬ 
moreland visiting Meetings and raising the spirits of Friends who 
had been suffering from imprisonment and physical attacks. 3 

Unfortunately, like George Fox, Margaret Fell herself suffered 
imprisonment and deprivation as a result of her commitment to the 
Quaker movement. In the early part of 1664, after the unsuccess¬ 
ful Kaber Rigg Plot and renewed persecutions, Margaret Fell and 
George Fox were brought to trial for refusing to take the Oath 
of Allegiance and for holding Meetings at Swarthmoor Hall. Her 
sentence was severe—praemunire—which deprived her of all her 
property and ordered her imprisoned for life. She was released on 
the order of Charles II, 4 but only after she had suffered the unpleas¬ 
ant conditions of Lancaster Castle for over four years, until June of 
1668. In 1670 she was again arrested, as the result of her sons 
attempts to discredit her in order to get her estate, and she was 
imprisoned for one year. In 1683 she was tried and convicted in 
Lancaster during the hysteria caused by the Rye House Plot. 

Many other Quaker women labored and suffered for the move¬ 
ment's survival and growth, but no other woman Friend performed 
such a central function in these calamitous, early years. 5 Even 
before she married George Fox in October of 1669, Margaret Fell 
provided a point of cohesion for the Society. Her vigorous efforts 
on the part of persecuted Friends afforded an exemplary model 
for all Quakers who would know how they should act in times 
of affliction. She was also instrumental in the development and 
defense of the Society's beliefs. Her Declaration and an Information 
(London, 1660) was the first formal publication of the Quaker 
position in support of pacifism, and, together with George Fox 
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and others, she helped defend Quakerism against the attacks of 
people such as John Wigan, the Lancashire Baptist. 6 In Womens 
Speaking Justified by the Scriptures , reprinted here, she fully artic¬ 
ulated a position that provided a theological justification for the 
Women's Meetings (which George Fox insisted were to be an inte¬ 
gral part of the Quaker organization) by demonstrating that 
women were capable of receiving divine inspiration and that they 
had been centrally important in scriptural history. 

Womens Speaking was first published in 1666 while Margaret 
Fell was in Lancaster Castle under the sentence of praemunire. In 
the second edition, printed in 1667, she added "A further Addition" 
and a "Postscript." The importance of the document is evidenced 
by the fact that it was translated into Dutch as Vrouwen Spreecken 
Cerechtvaerdight deweesen ende geeygent door de Schriftuer and 
published the following year in Amsterdam, where it appears to 
have been used as part of the Quakers' attempt to convert the Jews. 

In general terms. Womens Speaking pursues a tenet basic to 
Quakerism: that God potentially made all human beings His 
prophets by implanting the Indwelling Spirit in everyone and that, 
accordingly, there is no need for a professional, academically 
trained clergy to instruct those who would be saved. In arguing 
that Inner Light could be present in women as well as in men, 
Margaret Fell was expanding on George Fox's principle, as first - 
articulated in The Woman Learning in Silence (London, 1656). If, 
as he says, "Christ [was] in the male and in the female," then 
"the spirit of Christ [may] speak in the female as well as in the 
male." 7 Fox vehemently denied that women had been forever 
polluted by Eve's original transgression. He would not accept the 
orthodox position that only men had the spiritual rectitude and the 
intellectual ability to act as God's prophets. As proof. Fox turned 
to Scripture, especially to Joel 2:28-29 ("And it shall come to pass 
afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesie, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the 
servants and upon the hand-maids in those days, will I pour out 
my spirit.") and to the examples of Anna the prophetess (Luke 
2:36-38), Priscilla and Phebe (Romans 16), and Mary Magdalen 
(Mark 16:1-10).® At this time, however, Fox himself had not fully 
developed the argument in favor of women preaching; that re¬ 
mained for Margaret Fell to do. 

The opposition to the active participation of women in religion 



arises from misogynist fears. If, as the anti-feminist tradition holds, 
women are destroyers and purveyors of corruption, a fact evi¬ 
denced by Eve's transgression and her temptation of Adam, then 
how could they be expected to transmit God's Word? 9 Even if some 
women had become regenerate, orthodoxy held their intellectual 
faculties were too weak to understand God's Truths. Women, it 
was said, must rely on the strengths of their fathers and husbands; 
and they should never seek to usurp that authority. In countless 
marriage sermons women were exhorted to remain silent, follow 
the instructions of their husbands, and become passive exemplars 
of virtue. 10 At the heart of such arguments are the Pauline epistles 
to the Corinthians and Timothy. In The Woman Learning in Silence 
George Fox only tentatively addresses the problem of the epistles 
with the meek comment that "some are hard to be understood." 11 
Unfortunately, he drew back before he had confuted his antago¬ 
nists' use of these epistles. 12 

By drawing on the Protestant controversialist tradition, Margaret 
Fell demonstrated the "error" of the orthodox interpretation of the 
Pauline epistles. Like Luther, Calvin, Bucer, and Milton before her, 
she argues that Paul had been misinterpreted. Accordingly, she 
insists that God's true intentions regarding women preaching had 
been frustrated. Confronted with a similar problem, Milton's strat¬ 
egy in the Divorce Tracts had been to demonstrate the logical 
contradictions in the orthodox exegesis of Scripture. If, in I Corin¬ 
thians 7:9 ("It is better to marry than to bum"), "burn" means 
"lust," then orthodox thought would have God creating marriage 
to perpetuate carnality, but as Milton says, "God does not princi¬ 
pally take care for such cattell." On the contrary and logically, 
given what we know about the nature of God, "burn" can only 
mean "the desire and longing to put off an unkindly solitaries by 
uniting [with] another body." Milton also refutes points of ortho¬ 
doxy by examining the historical context of individual passages 
in the Bible, particularly Matthew 19: 3-9 and Mark 10:2-12. The 
strictness of the injunction ("What therefore God hath joyned to¬ 
gether, let no man put asunder") should not, he insists, be applied 
generally , but must be seen as a special prohibition which was 
appropriate as a remedy for the "licentious and hard-hearted" 
Pharisees who had flagrantly abused the charitable Law of Moses 
(i.e., Deuteronomy 24:1-5) that allowed for divorce. 13 Similarly, 
Margaret Fell confronts the problem of I Corinthians 14:34-35 
("Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permit¬ 
ted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under 
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obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let 
them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to 
speak in the church.") by explicating the passage in its historical 
context, and she concludes that the Apostle's intent was to elimi¬ 
nate confusion in the meetings of the church by commanding that 
men and women who are confused or out of order or who do not 
speak in the same language as the congregation should remain si¬ 
lent. The prohibition, then, is local and special, not universal. 
Further, she addresses the admonition of I Corinthians 14:35 by 
noting that the women referred to were "under the Law," and there¬ 
fore the interdiction not to speak in church could only refer to those 
who had not yet accepted the New Covenant which freed all re¬ 
deemed souls from the restraints of the Law. The women of the 
Corinthians, then, were not allowed to speak in the church, be¬ 
cause they had not yet accepted Christ into their hearts and so were 
still "in Strife, Confusion and Malice" (p. 339). Such women are a 
warning to all, men and women, of the dangers of unregeneration, 
but their example and Paul's prohibition bear not at all on the ac¬ 
tivities and responsibilities of women who had found and accepted 
Christ and who had found the Light within. 

In considering I Timothy 2:11 ("Let the women learn in Silence 
with all Subjection" [p. 339]), she maintains that the injunction to 
be silent applies to women in marriage but not in the church. She 
accepts the commonplace notion that women must obey their hus¬ 
bands, but not as regards matters of belief. 14 If Paul were de¬ 
manding that women not give voice to God's Spirit within them, 
then, she argues, he would be self-contradictory, because elsewhere 
Paul gives ample evidence of women praying and prophesying. 
Behind this view is George Fox's tenet that all those who, in 
Margaret Fell's words, "have the Power and Spirit of the Lord 
Jesus poured upon them" (p. 340) should not be prohibited from 
preaching the "Word of the Lord," for that is to frustrate Him by 
silencing His chosen ministers. Moreover, those who would pre¬ 
vent women from preaching justify their position by perverting the 
intent of Scripture and, accordingly, their prohibition is yet anoth¬ 
er obstacle to God's redemption of mankind. His message and His 
messengers are thus frustrated by the opposition to women's 
preaching; and that opposition, she maintains, is but a remnant of 
the hundreds of years of Apostacy whose darkness humanity has 
had to suffer until the Reformation. During that time none were 
suffered to speak "but such as that Spirit of Darkness approved of" 
(pp. 340-41). Using the imagery of Revelation, she says that the 
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misery of the time during which the Whore of Babylon ruled over a 
kingdom of confusion, brutality, suffering, and murder is now at 
an end. The 1200 years of darkness are over, and a chief means for 
the overthrow of "the Beast" is the release from silence of all those 
who have received the Spirit of God; for the men and women so 
enlightened will bring about the rule of the Saints, who will live 
and govern in righteousness and purity. The devil and his followers 
might seek to silence women, but that, she bitterly notes, is simply 
part of a stratagem to deprive God of one half of His laborers. 

The other works reprinted here, the Epistle from the Womens 
Yearly Meeting at York [London or York?, 1688] and Mary Waite's 
A Warning to all Friends [York, 1688], admirably demonstrate 
the principles which Margaret Fell had advocated in Womens 
Speaking . Mary Waite's epistle is in the form of a Testimony, in 
which her sermon on the need for humility and constant vigilance 
in a corrupt world provides self-demonstrating evidence of her 
conviction to the Truth. Following the confessional motif of the 
spiritual autobiography and the Quaker Testimony, she admits to a 
slackness in her own past. She had given in to indulgence and 
slothful ease and had found herself close to death without a sense of 
God's presence. Eventually God returned to her and she was 
brought back to health, but she had now been given a greater sense 
of the urgency and necessity of continued devotion to God's Will. 
Like the women mentioned in Joel 2:28-29, Mary Waite received a 
vision which God had sent her so that she would proselytize and 
convince mankind "to depart from all filthiness both of flesh and 
spirit" (p. 11). Her Warning is a good example of the forceful 
preaching of which Quaker women were capable and of that spiri¬ 
tual ability that Margaret Fell had so clearly foreseen. 

The Epistle from the Womens Yearly Meeting at York strikes a 
quite different note. In both the statement and form of the Epistle 
there is an emphasis on the Quaker concern with communal reli¬ 
gious experiences. For both Mary Waite and the women Friends of 
York there is a necessity to struggle against the perverseness of the 
world, but unlike Mary Waite's vision, the Epistle does not see that 
struggle as solitary. Written collectively, the Epistle offers advice 
on running of Women's Meetings. 15 The obligations considered 
in the Epistle reflect George Fox's and Margaret Fell's conception of 
the Meetings, which had the general function of affording Friends 
communal protection in times of affliction and a forum for their 




Testimonies. The Meetings were also to provide advice on the care 
of children, guidelines about proper dress, a means for the dis¬ 
pensing of the Society's charity, suggestions about marrying, and 
cautionary moral instruction. 16 

As an indicator of the assertiveness of women—not just of 
Quaker women—of the time, these three documents reflect the 
increasingly active part women had begun to assume for them¬ 
selves in discussions of important matters relating to politics, 
science, art, and religion. Pearl Hogrefe has recently reminded 
modem scholars that in the Renaissance women had been encour¬ 
aged to enlarge their minds by pursuing the study of languages, 
history, philosophy, and literature. 17 That movement towards a 
heightened status for women in society, however, was largely halted 
by the ascendency to the throne of James I, who had a low if not a 
misogynist opinion of women. The events of the Civil Wars and the 
experience of the Court in France during the Interregnum produced 
a liberalizing effect on attitudes about women's active participation 
in the important areas of public life. During the 1640s and 1650s 
women began to write on topics that had been almost exclusively 
the province of men in earlier periods. In the Restoration and 
during the latter part of the century women such as Katherine 
Philips, Aphra Behn, Mary Manley, Margaret Cavendish, Jane 
Barker, and Catherine Cockbum (Trotter) were respected for their 
literary achievements. Yet, while the last forty years of the seven¬ 
teenth century are remarkable for the increased number of women 
who are writing and taking a more active role in their society, 18 the 
opposition to women working in these areas continued unabated 
from earlier periods. Regardless of the merit of the arguments of 
women like Margaret Fell or of the accomplishment of women 
writers, such as Aphra Behn and Katherine Philips, women contin¬ 
ued to be attacked as silly, pretentious, and misguided when they 
sought a more active or a more accomplished place for themselves 
in the world. Fortunately, Margaret Fell and many others were not 
discouraged by those attacks and, instead, continued to work for 
the causes to which they were committed. 


—ix— 



NOTES TO THE INTRODUCTION 


1. The important work of William C. Braithwaite is a notable exception; see The 
Beginnings of Quakerism, 2nd ed., rev. Henry J. Cadbury (Cambridge: University 
Press, 1955) and The Second Period of Quakerism, 2nd ed., rev. Henry J. Cadbury 
(Cambridge: University Press, 1961). Braithwaite takes great care to indicate the 
importance of Margaret Fell and Elizabeth Hooton, for example, in the establish¬ 
ment of Quaker theology. Unlike some historians, Braithwaite did not see the 
importance of women Friends solely in terms of their willingness to suffer martyr¬ 
dom for the Society's beliefs. Rather, he carefully indicates their intellectual contrib¬ 
ution. The recent and otherwise superlative edition of Early Quaker Writings; 1650- 
1700, eds. Hugh Barbour and Arthur O. Roberts (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1973), 
exemplifies the problem I am here addressing. With the exception of three letters, the 
edition totally omits the work of Margaret Fell and other women Friends. My inten¬ 
tion in this introduction and in reprinting the three works written by Quaker 
women is to demonstrate that this omission is not justified. 

2. The authoritative biography of Margaret Fell by Isabel Ross, Margaret Fell: 
Mother of Quakerism (London: Longmans, Green, 1949) should be consulted for 
fuller details about her involvement with the Quaker movement. For Margaret 
Fell's own account of her life see "A Relation of Margaret Fell,” in A Brief Collection 
(London, 1710), pp. 1-14. See the Appendix which follows. 

3. See Margaret Fell, "A Relation,” p. 6 and Isabel Ross, pp. 157-61. 

4. See Margaret Fell, " A Relation,” p. 8. From the very beginning of his reign, 
Charles II had worked to promote religious toleration, but, as the experience of 
February 1663 demonstrated, the Commons was not in favor of relaxing the laws 
of conformity. When Charles attempted to weaken the Act of Uniformity, the 
Commons responded by passing even more repressive legislation. William C. 
Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism, and Charles Frederick Holder, The 
Quakers in Great Britain and American (New York: Neuner, 1913), should be con¬ 
sulted for a comprehensive discussion of Charles IFs attitude about Nonconformity 
and Quakerism. Throughout his reign Charles had difficulty preventing the persecu¬ 
tion of dissenters and Catholics. As Isabel Ross notes (pp. 146-48 and 152-54), 
his attempts to halt the brutal treatment of Quakers in New England and in the city 
of London in the early 1660s were only partially successful. 

5. See Isabel Ross, passim, and William C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of 
Quakerism, pp. 134-35. 

6. Her response to Wigan's attack on the Quakers, Antichrists strongest Hold 
overturned (London, 1665), is printed in Thomas Curwen “and Others/' This is an 
Answer to John Wiggans Book (London, 1665), see Joseph Smith, Bibliotheca Anti - 
Quakeriana (London: Joseph Smith, 1873), pp. 450-51. In addition to writing 
pamphlets in defense of the Friends throughout her life, Margaret Fell wrote person¬ 
al letters to public officials and influential people trying to convince them of the 
peacefulness of the Quakers. In the early 1660s she wrote countless letters to Charles 
II, the Princess of Orange, Henrietta Maria, the Queen of Bohemia, and the Duke 
of York; and, she repeatedly took trips to London to visit personally with Charles 
II and the Duke of York in a continual attempt to get them to stop the persecution of 
Quakers. 
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7. 'The Woman Learning in Silence," Gospel Truth Demonstrated, vols. 4-6 of 
The Works of George Fox, 8 vols. (1831; reprinted New York: AMS Press, 1975), 
4:109. 

8. Ibid., pp. 105-09. All quotations from the Bible are taken from The Book of 
Common Prayer (London, 1666). 

9. The orthodox, Anglican attitude towards women actively participating in 
religion as ministers can readily be seen in John Bewick's An Antidote Against Lay- 
Preaching (London, 1642) which addresses the larger problem of a lay ministry. In 
explicating Joel 2:28-29 Bewick maintains that the sentence "y° ur sons and your 
daughters shall prophesie" can only mean a "generall kinde of Preaching," not the 
special "preaching" which is done by ministers, who have been trained to exhort, 
edify, and give comfort to the members of the church (see p. 4). He is convinced 
that Joel 2:28-29 cannot have a wider application, because "that kind of prophe¬ 
sying which consists in interpreting Scripture, thence deducing Doctrinall and 
Practicall Conclusions for the Instruction of others, (I am sure) cannot bee meant 
in this place; because in that kind of prophesying the daughters of God have no 
part nor fellowship with the sons of God; for God hath excluded them" (pp. 25-26). 
Throughout the seventeenth century, pamphlets, plays, and sermons denounced the 
attempts of women to become more actively involved in religion. John Elborow's 
sermon Evodias And Syntyche: Or, The Female Zelots Of The Church of Philippi 
(London, 1637); John Taylor's The Diseases of the Times {London, 1640]; Anon., A 
Discovery of Six Women-Preachers in Middlesex, Kent, Cambridge, and Salisbury 
([London), 1641); Anon., The Rooting of the Ranters (London, 1650); Samuel 
Sheppard's The Joviall Crew (London, 1651); Anon., News from Newgate: Or, 
the Female Muggleton (London, 1678); Elkanah Settle's The Female Prelate( London, 
1680); and John Sprint's The Bride-Womans Counseller (London, 1699), to name 
but a few, all insist that women must rely on the established church and on their 
husbands to provide them with religious guidance. In The Ladies Defence (London, 
1701) Lady Mary Chudleigh, responding to Sprint's sermon, satirized the orthodox 
position in the person of the Parson, who says about women preaching: 

. . . Women were not for this Province made. 

And shou'd not our Prerogative invade; 

What e'er they know shou'd be from us convey'd: 

We their Preceptors and their Guides should prove. 

And teach them what to hate, and what to Love. 

But from our Sermons they no ill can learn. 

They're there instructed in their true Concern; 

Told what they must, and what they must not be; 

And shew'd the utmost Bounds of Liberty. 

(P. 17) 

The Quaker defense of women's ability and responsibility to preach God's Word 
was frequently decried as evidence of their perverseness. Francis Bugg, who had 
been a Quaker but who became a chief antagonist of the movement, denounced 
George Fox's advocacy of women's active participation in religion, especially in the 
establishment of the Women's Meetings. In De Christiana Libertate (London, 1682), 
Some of the Quakers Principles (London, 1693), and The Pilgrims Progress (London, 
1698), Bugg attacked the notion, argued by Fox, 'That the Womens-Meeting is of 
Divine Institution " (De Christiana Libertate, p. 21); as he says in "The Labouring- 
Mans Caveat Concerning Womens-Meetings ," 
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Take heed, beware of Novelty , 

And of Female Authority, 

That they into the Church ben't brought, 

And thereby such Divisions wrought, . . . 

And more thereby's defil'd within 
Than Women can wash clean again. 

(De Christiana Libertate, p. 219) 

10. Though it comes late in the period, John Sprint's The Bride-Womans Counsel¬ 
led (1699) epitomizes the Anglican position about the proper role and behavior 
of women in marriage. In a sermon on I Corinthians 7:34, Sprint insists that a 
woman must lovingly accept "Subjection and Obedience" to her husband's will. 
What women must understand, he maintains, is that they were made for the 
contentment and pleasure of men. John Halkett's Milton and the Idea of Matrimony 
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1970) should be consulted for a thorough 
discussion of the seventeenth century's attitudes about women in marriage. See also 
the article by David J. Latt on the status of seventeenth-century English women, 
"Praising Virtuous Ladies: The Literary Image and Historical Reality of Women in 
Seventeenth-Century England," What Manner of Woman (New York: New York 
University Press, 1977), pp, 39-64. 

11. Gospel Truth Demonstrated , 4:105. Richard Famworth's A Woman forbidden 
to speak in the Church (London, 1654) and George Keith's "Post-script" (pp. 17-25) 
to The Woman-Preacher of Samaria (London, 1674) rely on allegory to correct the 
orthodox interpretation of I Corinthians 14:34-35. Famworth and Keith argue that 
Paul had meant "the flesh" or carnality when he said "women." Patrick Livingston 
also briefly addressed the controversy in "Some Queries to them that deny Womens 
speaking in the Church" in Truth Owned and Deceit Denyed (London, 1667). 

12. George Fox was apparently influenced by Margaret Fell's Womens Speaking , 
because in a lengthy tract published in 1676, This is an Encouragement To All 
the Womens-Meetings , Fox provides an elaborate history and defense of women's 
prophesying that follows exactly the outline of Womens Speaking. 

13. John Milton, The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (London, 1644), re¬ 
printed in Complete Prose Works of John Milton , 9 vols. (New Haven: Yale Univer¬ 
sity Press, 1953-74), vol. 2,1643-1648, ed. Ernest Sirluck (1959), pp. 251-53. 

14. To the seventeenth century perhaps the most disturbing and radical of all 
the ideas associated with Fox's insistence that women are equal to men in the Spirit 
was the notion, that should a woman find herself married to a man who had not 
yet found the Truth, she could leave him if he would not be convinced. The position 
was phrased succinctly by George Keith in The Woman-Preacher of Samaria 
([London], 1674): "if the Spirit of the Lord Command or move a godly and Spiritual¬ 
ly Learned Woman to speak, in this case she is the Lords, more than her Husbands, 
and she is to speak, yea, though the Husband should forbid her, for she ought rather 
to obey God than Man. And in Christ Jesus there is neither Male nor Femal but all 
are one in him , as the Apostle said" (p. 24). 

15. The recently transcribed copy by Milton D. Speizman and Jane C. Kronick 
of an MS. espistle from the Women's Meeting in Lancashire (ca. 1675-1680), "A 
Seventeenth-Century Quaker Women's Declaration," Signs I, i (Autumn 1975): 
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231-45, succinctly explains to "the Women's meetings every where" how they 
should run their meetings. 

16. The responsibililties of the Women's Meetings are discussed by Isabel Ross, 
pp. 283-302; William C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism, pp. 272-74 
and 286-88; and Arnold Lloyd, Quaker Social History: 1669-1738 (London: 
Longmans, Green, 1950), pp. 107-20. Although Fox argued that the Women's 
Meetings should be equal to the Men's in their responsibilities, the practice, as Arnold 
Lloyd points out, of the Society by the beginning of the eighteenth century was 
otherwise. Quaker women "had no share in the Yearly Meeting for discipline and 
took no active part in shaping the discipline" (p. 118). 

17. Tudor Women: Commoners and Queens (Ames, Iowa: Iowa State University 
Press, 1975). 

18. Latt and Suzanne W. Hull, Director of Administration and Public Services, 
Huntington Library, are compiling a bibliography entitled Works Published By 
Women in England , 1475-1700, and would appreciate information on any items not 
listed in Wing or STC. 


Appendix 

IMPORTANT DATES IN THE LIFE OF MARGARET FELL 


1614 

Bom Margaret Askew at Marsh Grange in Lancashire. 

1631 

Married to Thomas Fell (later, Judge) of Swarthmoor Hall near 
Ulverston. 

1652 July 

"Convinced" by George Fox. 

1658 October 

Judge Fell dies. 

1660 Midyear 

First visit to London to explain Quakerism to Charles II in the 
hope of persuading him to have George Fox released from 
Lancaster Castle. 

1662 May 

Second trip to London. 

1663 May 

1000 mile journey around England visiting Meetings. 

1664 

Conventicle Act. 

1664 February- 
1668 June 

Imprisoned with George Fox at Lancaster Castle by order of 
Justice Fleming for refusing to take the Oath of Allegiance and for 
holding unauthorized Meetings. 

1664 August 

Praemunired by Judge Turner at the August Assizes. 

1665 May- 

1666 August 

George Fox is praemunired and imprisoned at Scarborough 
Castle. 
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1666 

George Fox establishes the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings for 
men. 

1668 Late- 

1669 Midyear 

Travels through the north and west of England and stays in 
London visiting Friends in prison. 

1669 October 27 

Married to George Fox. 

1670 April 

Second Conventicle Act. 

1670 April- 

1671 April 

Imprisoned under the old sentence of praemunire in Lancaster 
Castle at the instigation of her son, George Fell. 

1671 Summer 

Women's Monthly and Quarterly Meetings begin. 

1671 Late- 
1673 June 

George Fox travels in the West Indies and America. 

1672 March 

Declaration of Indulgence. 

1673 December- 
1675 February 

George Fox is imprisoned at Worcester. 

1674 December 

Travels to London and convinces Charles II to pardon Fox. 

1683 Spring 

Rye House Plot increases the persecutions against the Quakers. 

1684 November 

Eighth trip to London to petition the King to protect the 
Quakers. 

1686 March 

James II's General Pardon and Royal Warrant. 

1687 

Declaration of Indulgence for all Nonconformists. 

1691 January 13 

George Fox dies. 

1697 

Last trip to London; sends a letter of gratitude to William II 
thanking him for his protection of the Quakers. 

1702 April 23 

Margaret Fell dies at Swarthmoor Hall. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Womens Speaking Justified , Proved and Allowed by the Scriptures is reproduced 
from a copy of the second edition (1667) in the Huntington Library (Shelf Mark: 
94232; Wing F-643). The texts of Mary Waite's A Warning to all friends ([London or 
York?, 1688]) and the Epistle from the Womens Yearly Meeting at York ([York, 
1688]), which were originally published together, are reproduced from a copy in 
the Huntington Library (Shelf Mark: 299481). The Epistle is a unique copy, not 
listed in Wing (see W-2051). 
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Womens Speaking 

Juftificd, Proved and Allowed of by the 

SCRIPTURES. 

All fiich as (peak by the Spirit and Power of the 

LORD IESCJSi 

And how W OMEN were the firft that preached 
the Tidings of the Refnrre&ion of J E S u S, 
and were fent by CHRIS T*S Own 
Command, before He afeended 
to the Father, J obn 
20. 17. 


prindit (hall come to fafs, in the lafb dayes, frith the Lord, l 
.will four out of my Spirit npon ril Flesh-, your Sotos and Jftigh¬ 
ten sbril Propbejie, A&s a. 27. Joel 2.28. 

It it written in the Fropbett , They shall be ril taught of God, 
faith Chrifi, John 6.4f. 

jfnd all tby Children shall be tanght of the Lord , and great shall 
be the teace of thy Children, 11a. 54.1 j. 

And they shell teach no mere every man hie N’eighbottr, and every 
man bis Brother, faying, ignore the Lord ; for they shall all 
know me, from the leajl to the greattjl of them, fattb the Lord , 
Jr.31.j4. 


35 ^ 


Londtn , Printed in the Year, 1667. 



Womens Speaking Iuftified, 
Proved and Allowed by 
the Scriptures. 

W Hereas it hath been an Obje&ion in the minds of many, and 
fcveral times hnh been objected by the Clergy, orMinifters, and 
f otheis, againft Womens fptaking in the Church ; and fo con- 
cquently may be taken, that they are condemned for medling in the 
things of God ; the ground of which Oi'j ’6tion, is taken from the Apoftlcs 
words', which he writ in his firft Epiftle to the Corinth!am , chap. 14. 
verf.34,35. And alfo what he writ to Timothy in the firft Epifllej chap. 
X. verf. 11, it. But how far they wrong the Apoftles intentions in thefe 
Scriptures, we (hall ihew clearly when we come to them in their courfe and 
order.' But firft let me lay down how God himfelf hath manifefted His 
Will and Mind concerning women, and unto women. 

’ And firft, when God treated Aft* in hit owne Image : in tht Imaget 
*f (jtd createdhi them , Melt and, Female: and God biffed them , and 
Godfaid unto them , Be fruitful, and multiply : And God faid t Behold , 
I have given you of every Herb , &c. Gen. 1. Here God jo yns them 
together in Hs own Image, and makes no fuch diftintfti ons and diffe¬ 
rences as men do; for though they be weak, he is ftrong 1 and as he 
faid to the Apoftle , Hu Grace is fuffieient , and his flreugtkis made mo* 
mfe fi in weakjitfs , 1 C)Mt,y, And fuch hath the Aord c ho fen , even 
theweah thing• of the worlds to confound tkethingt which ar.?mi(hty, and 
things which are defpifed, hath God chosen y to bring to nought things that 
cTe^ 1 Cor. 1, And God hath put no fuch difference between the Mile and 
Female as men would make. 

. It is true, The Serpent that was more fubtils then any other Bs^fl of the 
.Field , came unto the Woman , with his Temptations, and with a lit .• 
.his fitbtilty difeerning her to he more inclinable to hearken to him , 
when he faid. Ifyt eat , your eyes fhall be opened: and the woman (aw 
that the Fruit was good to make one wife , there the temptation got iiu > 
her, and fkedld eat y and gave to her Husband y and he did eat alio , ar.d 


r* ( 4 ) 

<o they were both tempted into the tranfgreflion and difobedience; 
and therefore God faid unto nAdam, when that he hid bimfelf when 
he heard his voice, Haft thou eaten of the Tret which I commanded the* 
tbatthw {houldefi net eat} And tAdam faid. The Woman which thodgavefi 
aw, Jht gave me of the Tree, and I did tat. And tie Lord faid into the 
Woman, what it tbit that then haft done * and the Woman faid, The 
Serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. Here the Woman fpoke the truth 
unto the Lord : See wbat the Lord faith, yerf. ty. after he had pro¬ 
nounced Sentence on the Serpent; / will put enmity between thee and the 
Woman, and between thy Seed and her S eed\ if {hall bruije thy head, and 
them {halt bruife hit heel, Gen. j. 

Let this Word of the Lord, which was from the beginning, (topthe 
mouths of all that oppofe Womens Speaking in the Power of the Lord; 
for he hath put enmity between the Woman and the Serpent 5 and if 
the Seed of the Woman fpeak. not , the Seed of the Serpcpt fpeaks; 
for God hath put enmity between the two S.eeds, and it is manifeft, 
that thofe that fpeak agamft the Woman and her Seeds Speaking, fpeak 
oat of the enmity of the old Serpents Seed; and God hath fulfilled his 
Word and his Promife, When thefninefs of time was come, he bath fent 
forth hit Son , made of a woman , made under the Law, that we might re- 
eeive the adoption of Sort, Gal. 4.4, 

Moreover, th$ Lord is plea fed , when he mentions his Church, to 
call her by the name of Woman, by his Prophets, faying* l have tailed 
thee ae a Woman forfakyn, and grieved in Spirit, and'as a wife of Tonth, 
if*. 54. Again, How long wilt thou go about, thou back^fliding Daugh¬ 
ter} For the Lord hath created a new thing in the earth , awoman {hall 
eompafsaMon, Jer. $1, a a. And David *, when he was fpeaking of 
Chrift and his Church, he faith. The JCmgt Daughter ts all glorious 
within, her cloathing is of wrought Gold-, (be (hall be brought unto the 
ting : withgladnefs and rejoycing {hall they be brought \ they {hall enter 
into the Kings Fallace. Pul, And alfoKing Solomon in his Song, 
where he fpeaksef Chrift and his Church, where fhe is complaining and 
oiling for Chrift, he faith. If thou know eft not, Othou fairefi among 
"•**»> go thr way by the foot Heps of the flock.. Can:. 1. 8. c. 5. 4. And 
John, when he faw the wonder that was in Heaven* he faw a woman cloth¬ 
ed with the Sun, and the Moon under her feet , and upon her bead a Crcwn 
eftwelve Stats ; andtbere appeared anotherwonder in Heaven, a great red 
Dragon flood ready to devour btr Child t here the enmity appears that 
Cod put between, the woman and the Dragon, %tvelatious 1a, 
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knew God, italwayes ready to except agalnA the wank t bat thowtsk. 
neft\ofGod is ftrongir than men , ana the fooluhneCwf God it vti&t ; theu 

DKfi. 

And in AB. 1 1 . you may read how Afniia and Prift'Uatocb unco.thea 
Aftllu >, and expounded unto him the way of God more. perfedij j who 
wtaaa eloquent man,-and mighty in theScriptures i yet w*do noticed 
that he drfpifcd what Priftitia faid, becaufe we wtaea. Women, naaay 
Mwdi 

And now to the Aooftles worda, which it the ground of-ite great 
Obje&on again# Womens fpesking * And firft., i Or. 14. Jet /the 
Reader ferioufly read that Chapter, and fee die end and drift of. the 
Apoftle in ljpt|king theCe words 1 for the Apoftle is their oMw rring die 
Corinthian! unto charity, and to defire Spiritual gifts, *ndiHM toipfeak 
in an Unknown tongue, and not to be Children in tutderftiftding, but 
to be Children in malice, but in undtrftanding to be men.; and.that 
the Spirits of the Prophets ftieuld be fubjeft to the Prophets, for. God is 
not tne Author of Confufion, but of Peace fc And then he frith,, Jk/r ytttr 
H'omtn kjtf fUnetin theChartb, ftc. 

Where it dods.dainly, appear .that the Wsmebv bs wiRTpa echcte, 
that - were among’ enfeni, were-in coafofion^.'for he i frith, fier it $t Brt- 
tkrtmt whtn jt ttm tor ether, evtryout tf yen hatha JtfMm, kith* Bit* 
Brim* hath a Tongue, bath a Zwefatiom, hat b an inUffretathn } let Ml 
*h**gf bo do no U Stiffing* Herf.wasjio edifying^bat Alt was i* conf\w 
fion fpeaking together : Therefore he faith, If any manff^n An 
urkjuwaTtngne, let itbVby tailor atm^by three, and that by tearfe, 
and let one Interpret, bat if thert be no lutirpretetj let himkftf filence in 
tbt Chnrtb , H:re the Man is commanded to keep filcrice as well as 
the woman, when they are in-confufion and out of order.. 

But the Apoftle fai.h fwrrhcs^ They art cornmandttb tt hi in Obedience*, 
asalfo faith chr Liwj and ifthey will, learn anything , let tbtm ae^ their 
Hatbands at hem*, for it it a jhame for a Woman to ffeakjn the Church, 

Here the Apoftle clearly nvjmfdls his intent .jfbr he -ipeaks of women 
that were-under the tyw, and in thac Tranfgreflion as £1* was, and fuch 
a-s were to learn, and not lu fpeak publickly y 'but they muft fir&ask their. 
Husbands*; home,' land u Wasa (home forfuth to fpeak in: the Church: And 
it appears clearly, <H*e fuch wdnten wcrei fpeakihg: among 'the Corinthians , 
by the Apoftles exhorting them from'malice and ftrife, and confufion, 
and he preacheth the Z>aw unto them, and he faith,' in the Law it is written, 
9Pfth mu of other ttngnet t and other, lift, wtillfftak, nntothit fteyti, 
reit a. ia/i 



v And ^11 thi». tflf iTJFcwitiit.-Spcaitng f chat have the Everhf!- 

and/upon whom- the Proctife of the tordisful- 
^lled/andhis Spirit poured upon them acceding to his word* j 48 t\. 

1‘.And if the A port k would hate -flopped foch as had ;the Spi- 
rkof, theXor^poinred upon then), why did he fay- jdft bcfor^, If*"} 
$*£'kf'-rimtbdte anttiftrtbat ftn*hkj\ Iff the firfii MihthffWf.} 
*&d c £M.pMy a(A, frfphiJif< oi*ty M*i \ Herehe did not (Vy that (itfh-Wo- 


’meA tftould not. Prophefie as had the Revelation land Spirit of God 
povreduponthem^buttheir Women that were under the Law, indin 
the Trapfgreflion,. and were in ftriflr, confufion and malice in their fpeak- 
ipg^ .fQr i^ijjc hadrtopc Womens praying or prophefying, why doth he 
hy{Evtt) m4$ p?ty*l 9r prefbefjfiagiavtn£ bit'bead co^ertdfilitbtaturttb 
tyjfeafi ; kaf every Women tbatfrajttb trprofhefietk with bitbead «»«- 
Xirti , dijhwartthher bead} Jadgtioiottr fttvn , hit comely theta 
Wfjaanfray or.fref befit ttnctvtrtd! Per the Woman it not without the Man, 
putker‘#tkt Man with*# tie Woman , in the. Leri, i Cor, x x. $»4» IJ. 

* '.Aho.Xhfit o^w Shifting, in, i Tim; %, where he »» eftktftmg that 
fta'yeir,kpd.;Sup^iawop.he.made.every ; where /.lifting op Wy H*P»ds 
wTthpyt. Wrath gnd doubting^; he. faith in the litre manner alfo ; That 
Wmik^mfy adorn tbemfelves.tn mtdtfi apparel, with fitamtfafineft and ft - 
kitty nit-witb bmderedbair , or gold,. or pearl, or etjlly array • He faith, 
Let Women loam in. fileact with, all fabjeSioa, but’/fajfitr not * Woman to 
ifaffl'go'rt'o ufurffatkoritj.over the Maw, btft Wjf* Ha fiUnce ; for Adam 

tojirfifarmed i cl**Evc; and Adam war not deceivedthat tb‘t Woman be - 
fuf deceittd jriu in tie traifgrejjitn. 

;L^W- thejAppftle /peaks particularly to a Woman irtj Relation to her 
rtfsread ,tobein fnbjeftion to him, end not to tea eh,, mor ufQrp.nta- 
jlkAit^oyer jhinj „ and thprcfoie beyjientiehf Jf4aw aftd: Svt : ,But let 
ft r ^e^nuW« 0 the. iH«cft , .as. the,; oppofersr-of ,Wcm«ns : Speaking 
wbUla hasrS, ir*‘tha: is, That they rtiould not preach-nor fpeaitin the 
Church , of;which there is nothin g here : Yet the Apoflle is fpeaking 
tofuchahtf is teaching tp-wear their apparel., whaitq wear, and what 
ftbtjto>;ear.| /jfcch as were not, come to wear qp4cJt, apparel 4 and fudh 
aS ^Retjs? sstfepone to fh»meftftnefs .,W fobriety-j but he was, exhorting 
ffttth_frdm.brduiercd hair, gold, arid pearls, aiuieoQly array; and fuch 
art tioc te ufiirp, auttfority over the Man ? tut to ,learn in ft-nee with 
til .Mje#{bn, as it, bccomech -Women profefliiwr God>mrts with good 
W>tiai r , . 

ft&^has*Afcc1fc\w*q4 Swcfo ■# «be ,Lowi 

B Jtfus 



'Mia pitted upon them, aAdbavo the fcieflfirge- of the JDortf fcfo, 
unto’ them ? moftndi they- fpeak the ‘\fcwddf tfie r Alird wiauf c ° 0 "f 
fhefcundecent and Wirevetent Women that the Afoftle fpeafapf an j 
to, in :thefetwo Scriptures? AAd how are the men of this'Gehfation 
IrtindeJi that!br*a«tthefeScriptures, and perrert the Apoftls Words 
( attdtt«WJ>lhis ihtentta fyoafctngof thern'f and 1 by thefeSfcriptdrca en* 
*d&VflQfto'ftojythe liefTaetdrtd Wor^oP th?/^d’Ctdin W5riJ^ v bv 
'emit Awning and defpifirig of them. If the Apoffle • Wsuld fcd\/c 
JWortKns ipiakinsftopc , and did not iiMowof them, why did' he entreat 
■his trite Yi*lc 4 VII©.w to help chofe Women who laboured with fiitn in 
UeObfpH ? Mil. 4. ?., Anti why-did th^Aptfle* joyA together in 
>*per'fc*.’SwppitMon ^*' the’Wrtttft*, 'arid Jlik9f W M& cr of 
Jef*i^»d.«itH^ia twhren, ^n./t^lf-t'HW H& m alfoved 
and had union and fcHowlliip with the Spirit of Gjtf, Whcrtvrit wj» 
iftteaktr- In wonten iawettfe others? ButWfhis oppbfin* and o a ; n I 
•Mttcal Wfdwioha Sheahifft hath rifhri'dit &frh<* fvio»Ar»l»<ifi:. ®*_j 



7' T . I’*’. ::c .—if jL»yc,ccaica ana 

• been bid,*fri1fctharfjptae1ifth finifay an^i&nd bit ti& tokfcin its bond 
andeoApata, wd-fo ^uldflife none tof^flt, tut fiich i&ilitt {p,„tof 
Datklttfs, *pp**«d bf,- Mari br Woniin. V 

An*fo' herei^fth mt $* mlftfy of tfccffM A°?i Aatf m Hie rime 

•f 

•f ttett# k)%>«MtdK»rfcS 

Heads and ten Homs, Ky. i j. Irtthi. gf«t‘dty 0 f *i*We**whhih 
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of the ^ >rd Jefus Chrtft hath been quite loft among them that have dine 
this ( sn 4 thfc: motto aof'Hulots hath fi««n<a$ 4 Qycen, and (aid, Sho 
sjtoodi few farrow*, hub though hecd^yesbave been Jong , even many 
Itundrcc of ye*ts; for there was power', given uncothe Be#, co&ontinue 
forty and two months, and to make war with’the Saints, and to overcome 
them; and all that have dwelt upon (he earth have worftiipped him, whofe 
names are not written in, the Book of the life of the Lamb, flam from the 
foundation of the world, 

But blotted be the Lord, his time is over, which was above twelve 
hundred Years, and the datknefs is pa ft, and the night of Apoftacy 
draws, to an end, and the true light now fliines, the morning-Light 
the bright morning .Star, the Root and Off-fpring of David, he isrifen, 
he is ri(cn,<glorycoithe highcftfqr evjermord ; and the joy of the morning 
is lome,. and chrBiideJitbe Lambs fVik, is making her felf ready, as a 
Bride that is'adorning for her.Hiisband, andio her iagranced that ilic (hall 
be arrayed in fine linnen, clean and white, And the-fine linnen is the 
Righteoafnefs of the-Saints : The Holy JerttfaUm is defending out of 
Hiavenffom God, having the Glory of God> and her light is like a Jafper 
ftonr, clear as Ghriftaf. 

Anf tHis is that free Woman chat all the Children of th? Prolife are 
born of; not the Children of the bond-feomao» which. Is Hagar » which 
genfers to ft rife and to- bondage, .and which anfwers to Jerufatem which 
is is bondage with her Children; but this is the .Jenefalem which is free, 
vokchit the Mother*fmall\ And fo^his bond-woman and. hc.r chil- 
drmiy that -are bom after the,.have perfccuied-tltem that tre 
Jbern after ;the Spirit, even untill now.; but now the bond-woman and 
her Seed is-ro- be caft our, that hath kept fo bog in bondage and in fla¬ 
re ry, and under limits; this bond-woman and her btood is co be caft 
dor, and our holy City, th tNewJerufalem, is coming down frorn.Hea¬ 
ven, add:'her-Light will-thine throughout the \phoh: earth, evefn as-a 
Jafper ft age r Hear as Chrifial , which/brings freedom and liberty, and per¬ 
fect Redemption to her whole Seed ; and this is that woman and Image of 
the Eternal God, that God hath owned, and doth o .vn, and will own for 
evermore. 

More might be added to this purprfe, ho h queof the Old Tcftimcnt 
and New, where it is evident that God made no ditfercr.ee, hut gave 
his good fpirit, as it pleated him both to Man and Woman, as l>hrah t 
Httliah, and Sarah. The Lord calls by his prophet Jf.iiah.. It e .trie k unto me, 
ft that follow after Rigbteoufnefa, ye that feck.‘he Lori, look^nnto the Rock. 

B 2 from 



2r* (l») 

ftimvifknct ye wm biff *, enlto the be/e ef the fit from whence ye were 
iigged'iteei mete AM him yemr tether, -eed *e Sixth that hire you 
ft*the 't.erdwiltcemfkrt Sion* &c. Ifa. j. Ami fanr th *Ptepbetcf! 
T*he wet mfrUem-effteifcor* ’epdfeur jeers efege , which deterred „»] 
freee the Temple, brntferi/cddd pith fefheft end preyert might end day 
(btcem'tHg leet pbdtoinJt*t* f (JwhciKjId St meet cook the Child Jefus in 
W« arms *nd ) (he g'eve tbeekj - mnte the Leri, eel fpekj if him te ell 
them who looked fer. Bedemptiem its Jerufalem, Lukj a. And 

tbiltpxhe EVfcigelift, imb'whofe'boufeche Apoffle Paulcntirid, who was 
dne of the Seven, ASth.yt- H: had four Daughters which were Virgin? 
that did - prophefi Aclt 11J . ° ’ 

And fo let this feivc to flop that oppofmg Spirit that would limit 
the Power and Spirit of- the Lord Jefus, whofe. Spirit is poured up in 

flefli, - both Sour and Daughter*, now in his Re&jrre&ionj, and fince 
that the AorAGod.in the Creation,: when :he wide man in his own I. 
mage»lie made them melt and feme/e ; and fince that Chrift jefus, as 
the Apaftte fakh, was made of a Woman, and the power of the High- 
eft overshadowed her* and the holy Ghoft came upon her, and the holy 
thing that was bom of her,' was called the Sen of pad , and when he wai 
upon the Earth, he mani&ftcd his leme, and his pill, and his mimi, both 
to the Woman otSemarie, tadxJHerthe» and Mery her Sifter, and r eve¬ 
nal others , as hath been Ihewed,- and after his Refurre&ion alto mini- 
fened himfelfunto them fitft of all, even' before he afeended unto His 
Farfier. Kewwhcmjcfm wesriftm, the fir ft iey ef tbc.PcHt*, beeppeetei 
ftrP mete Mery Megdelene, Mark 16 , 9 . And thus thc'Lord Jefus ha h 
inanifcfted birafelf and his Power, without rtfptS of Perfonsj and fo k 
all mouths.be ftoptthat would limit him, whofe Power »d Spirit is in. 
finite, that is pout mg it upon all fteih. ” 

And thus much inanfwerto thefe t .vo Scriptures*; which' have bee* 
lUch a (tumbling block, that the- minilms of Darknefs have made fuch 
a mountain of y But the Lord is reawvin,’ all this, and taking k out of 
th*”*y* M.F. 


A 


fnrthtr A Hit tor. in Aifntrte the ObjeQien concerning Women kjtpin£. 
filent in the Church \ For it is not permitted for them to fpeak, but to 
be under obedience i at alfo faith the Law , If they will kirn any 
thing* let them ask their Husbands at home, for it is afheme for a 
Woman to fpeak in the Church: New thm at Paul writtth in l Cor* 
i 4 .-j 4 .ar.Mr with tbittf iTim. s,'u, Let Women learn infill*") 
•»itb adfnbjeSitn. 

T O which I fay, If you tie this to at! outward Women, tl.en there 
whe emany Wdnien that vert Widows which had no Husbands 
.toleamof, and many woe Virgins which had no Husbands; and 
ftp had Four Daughters that were Prophets ;fuch would bedefpifed, which 
the Apoftle did no: forbid; And if it we e to a<! Women, that nr. Wo* 
•an might fptak, then Fanl would have comra.iifted himfclf; but they 
were fuch Women that the Apoftle memio tsin Timtthj , That £rew 
wanton , and were bnfie»bediet y and tatltu y and kjckjd agatnfl C hrifl : For 
Chriftin the Male and in the Female is one, and he is the Husband, and 
hif Wife is the Church, and God hath (aid, that his Danebtert ftiould 
Prophefte as well as hk Sent • And where he hath poured forth his Spi¬ 
rit upon them , they mud prophetic , though blind Pticfts fay to the 
contrary, and will not permit holy Women to fyealt. 

And whereas it is faid, I permit net a Woman te fp"k,% at faith the Lew : 
but where Women are led by the Spirit of God , they ate not tndaithe 
Law, for Chrift in the Male and in the Female is one; and where he is 
made manifed in .Male and Female, he may fpcalt , for be it the tnd tf tht 
taw for Hjghtteafatft te aft them that believe ,, So here you ought to make 
adiftin&ion what fort of W jmerr are forbidden to fp v ak , fochas were 
under eh* Law, who were nor come to Child, nor to the Spirit <f Pro- 
phtfie : For ttalda, Miriam , and Hanna y were Prophets, who were not 
forbidden in the time of the Law, for they all prrphetied in the time of 
the Law: asyou may reaid, in a K'*g> a*, what Hmlia faid unto the 
Pried, and to the Anbafladors that werefent to her from the Ki«»s, Ge t 
faithdie, and tell the Man that fent mate me y 7 hat faith the Lord God of 
IfratlfBehoUJ will brine evil aponthii place,and on the Inhabitants there - 
tf y even all the merit ef tht Book, which the King tf Judah hath read, btcanft 
they have ferfak/n me y and have barnt fncence te ether Ged> y te an fir me 
with all the merhj of their hands: 7hertf 'ere my wrath (hall be kj adit 4 
4£ainjl t hie plate , and/hall net be (punched, But to tht K*g of )wd*b,that 

ftnt 
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fentyon to me to astycounfel of the Lord, fo (hill you fay to hint, Thus faith 
the LOrd God of Ifrael,S:eau[e tty hurt did mt Island thou bomb left tty ft If 
before the Lord, when thou heardell what lffifty ugfmfi this-place, and a. 
jraiufttht Inhabitants of the fame , how they fhsuld fe defrayed } Beheld. / 
will receive thee to tty Fat her,and then (halt be put into tty Grave ia peace , 
and thine eyty (hall aat ftealfthe evil which Twill bring upon this place. 
Now let us fee if any of you blind Priefts cm fpeak after this manner, 
and fee if it be not a better Sermon then any of you .can make , whoare 
againft W mens fpcaking? And Ifaiah, that went to the Prophetefs, 
did not forbid her Spli cing o* Prophefying, Ifa. 8. v And was it not 
prophefied in feel ». tint Hand maids fhould Propefie ? And are 
not Hand-maids Women? Confider this, ye that are agalnd; Wodiens 
Speaking, how in the Alls the Spirit of live Lord was' poured forth' upon 
Daughters as well as Sons. In the time of the Go r p:l, when CHary 
came cofalute Elizabeth in the Hill (fountry in Judea, and when Eliza¬ 
beth heard thefaint a* ion of Mary, the- Babe leaped in her tVomb,and fhe'was 
filled With tht Holf Spirit ; and Bliaabeth [petty with a tend voice , Blefied 
art them amongfl tVomen , blefied is the fruit of tty iVomb; whence is this to 
me{thatthe Motbtr of my Lord fhould come tame } for la , asfton as tty 
Salutation came to my tar, the Babeleaped in my Womb for joy,forbit fed 
itfhe that believes , for there (hall lea performance of thofe things which 
were told her from the Lord . And this was Elizabeths Sermon concern¬ 
ing Chrift* which at this day ftandsiipon Record* ♦ And then Mary fajd. 
My fond doth magnifis the Lord , and my Spirit rejoyemh.in-.Qad my S/pni. 
our for he hath regarded the low eftateof httHand-mttid: for ibihtdd,from 
'henceforth all generations (hall call mebliffed; for he that is mighty, hath 
done to me great things , and holy is his Name; sued hie -Morey (is.on them, 
that fear him, from Generation to Generation ; he hath (hewed ftrengtb. with 
his Arhr,be hath fcattered the proud in the imaginations of their olnn hearts; 
he bath put down the mighty from their Seats, and exalted them of lyw de¬ 
gree; he hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath fent 
empty away : He hat hotpen his Servant Ifrael, In remembrance of bis mer - 
C J, M hefpaty to his Fat her , to Abraham, and to-bis Seed for"ever. Are 
you not here beholding to the Woman for her Sermon, to ufc .her words 
to put into your Common P.ayer i and yet you forbid Womens. Speak¬ 
ing. Now here yon may fee how th fe two women prephefied of Chrift, 
and Preached better then all the blind Priefts did in that Age, and bet¬ 
ter then this Agealfo, whoare behold mg to'women to make ufc of 
their words. And fee in the Book of Ruth , how the women, bleffed 

her 
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biriii tbi Gate of chtCitri ofwhofe flock came thrift. The Lorimahe 
the woman• that is tome into thy Hottft lit^e Rachel find L ah, whichUnit 
thehoufe of Jfrael; and that thou maytfb doworthi/y iu Ephrtta, studio 
famous tit Bethlehem; let thy houfe he like the houfe #/Phartz, whim Tamer 
bare unto Judah , of the Seed whic(> the Ltd shelfgive thie of this youne 
woman. And blejfed he the Lord , which hath not left thee this day without 
aPjstfman , and his Name shall he continued in Ifracl. And al.o fee in 
the. firft Chapter of Sauhteli .b »w Hannah prayed and fpakein the Tem¬ 
ple 6f th'e Lard, OhLo'dof Holts , if thou wilt look, on the trouble of thy 
Hand maid, and remember mt> a „d not fe-get thy Hand,maid. And read 
jn the fecond Chante- cf Samuel, How ihcr.jjyced in God, and faid, 
CMyJscart rejoycs.h in the Lord ; Mj Horn is ex. lred in the Lord and my 
-***™ 1 ' ^larged oyer my enemies, becanft I rtyyce in thy Salvations there 
■ ts nOneho.j asthe Lord , yea, there il none be ides thee • and there is no God 
iikf our God: Spedk.nomore prefumptonjlf, let not at reear. ty come out of 

TI r ZT h J , ' f r t J ,e M ! S ? G ^» f kjtowled S t, andbyhim entertrifosare 
Jt&bb/tjhed; the Bow, and the mighty .A feu are broken , and the weak hath 
•girded totbemfelvesfirengtk % they thatmerefnil Y nre hired forth for bread, 
wnd th hungry Ore no more htred\fo that thr barren hath beta (even,and (he 
tp4t h*d ni*ny Children^ ts feeble % the* Leri kjttctb , *nim*kjth dim* 
*rtngeth-4e*ut* the Grave , andraifetb up ; the Lordmakfthpoor,andmai 
Af th nch,bsngeth tow and exattesh,he raifeth up the poor out of the dufi.atil 
dfethuf the Beggar.from thp dnughUto fet them among Princes, to make 
tktmttsker.it the feat ofGleryfor the Pillars of the earth are the Lords.& he 
path-fit the world. Upon them^he will keep the feet of his'Saints.and the wiek- 
td fhallkeepfence in darkjtift, for in hie ewn mifht {hall no man beftronf 
the Lords Advtrfariei (halt be diftroyed.and out of Heaven (halt he thunder 
wp»H them i the Lord (halt iuige the ends of the tvorld, and fhall give power 
to bts fyngt, and exalt the fforti-ef his Anointed. Thus yon may fte what 
? woman hath laid* when old Ely the P/fcft th >ughr (hr had been d unk-, 
and fee if toy of. you blind Prieflsthat IpwWVgunft Women* Speaking 
<aw Preach*.after this minner ? who cannot make fucli a Strinem ssthis 
•woman did, and yet will make a cr4de of this Woman arid other womens 
words.- Anrickd tint the Qieer. of Sheba that cam: to Solomon, and 
.received the Wv/^iid 'preached it in her owrr Kingdom,and dlefted 
-the Lord God l hat l*vedScs\6tndn,andfel him on the throne of Ifsacl, btcinfe 
the Lord loved Ifrael former; and made the King re do'Equity and Highte. 
•aufnefs f Aiufthls Was the fc.tg !*ee of the Q^Jcn rf Sheba. And ft e what 
.glorious cjtprcflt-'ns Q^tcn //eSvruCtd u> Comfort the People of Cod, 

wi ich 
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•Which Was the Church of Gad* as you any read in. the took of Hcfitr, 
which catifed joy tad gtadneli of heart among all the fttn, who prayed 
and wotihippedebc-Lord in *11,places^ whoj.-oparded her life contrary to 
the Kings command; went and fpoke to the King, in the wifdom and' 
fear of the Lord, by which means Hie fated the live* of the'People of 
God j and righteous Mtrdtcei did n t forbid her. fpeaking, but faid, If 
(he bili hr panciy hr and hr Pet hr the ft (beatd h dftrejtiy and herein 
you blind Priefts are contrary to Righteous Mtrdtcei. 

» £iIcCwife you may read how Judith fpolce,-and what noble alb the 
did, and how the fpoke to the Elders of Ifrnel, and faid, Dter.Bmhre «r, 
feting yt art th hearable& tldtrsoftbt People ofQaijall tortmetabrentt 
(mA Mi Pdthrt in timt pelt were tempted, that thy might h prtvtd if thy 
jetMid merthip God aright; thy eight tlft t» remember hwear father A- 
fcraham, being trytd tkrengh mtuifeld tribal ttitnt -, tent fmads friend ef 
Cadi ft w,ne Ifaac, Jacob, end Moles, end nil thy pieced God, and were 
(hdfft in faith threagb atetdfeld treablet, And read : alfo her prayer ip 
the Book of Judith , and how the Elders commended her,- and faid, aAU 
fhaetha fpeekjB it tnt, and w aeea tan retreat thy words 9 pray therefor? 
ferae 9 fer then artan hly f&tauut, end JurftQtd, So thefc elders of 
ifraet did nor forbid her fpeaking* aryou blind Priefts do; yet you will 
nuke a Trade of Womens words to get money by* and cab Tens; and 
Preach Stations upon Womens-words; and (till cry out. Women maft 
not fpeak* Women muft be filentj foyouareftffrewthe uaindf efthle 
Elders of lfreely who prrilhd Godfofi Womans fpeaking, lit At 
Jetuitly and the Woman, thefaHeChurcb, thegrOtr Whore*;dndt*elwg 
women, and bufie-bodir?, which are fo&iddeo to Preach, which bate * 
loagittme fpoke and tarled, which are forbidden to fpeaktry the True 
Church, which €hrift is the Hud of | fuch Wonen as were ip tranf* 
grertion under the Xaw, which are called* Woman in‘die fehUtienf, 
And foe farther how the wife V.Vomin cryed to Jeah over the With 
tnd fared the Cityof Abel, asyoj may read, a Sam, to. how in her, 
wifdoos foe fpoke to Jeah, faying, lorn <m tf thm that attpoact able 
and faithful in Ifrael, end the reft that te dftreya dtp end Mother 
lalfrael; whywile thn dtfbty thInheritance 'ef the herd > Then went 
th Wrataa teth people inker wifdbar y and fmnetf thhed tf Sheba, 
thatrtfeap egaitft Dartd, th Lerdr Anointed : Then Joab HtW th 
Tnmpot * and Alth feeple departed in peace. And this detieetance was 
hy the means of a Womans fpeaking ; bar cadet** and bufebodies, ait 
forbidden to preach by the Tide Woman , wbpnt Cbtift is the Hatband * 
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to the Woman as well as the Min, all being co nprehrnded to be the Church; 
tndfoin thi*True Church, Sans and Daughters do Prophdie, Women 
labour in the Gol’pel; but the Apoftl: permits not tellers, bt fit-bodies, 
and fueh as ufarp authority over the Man would not have Chrift Reign, 
Borfpeak neither in the Male nor F.-malc ; Such the Law permits not 
to fpealc, facts muft leans of their Husbands: But what Hasbands have 
Widows to learn of, but Chrift* And was not Chrill the Hisband of 
Tbitift four Daughters ? And may nacthey that learn of their Husbands 
beak thenf But fndr/, and Tatlers, and the Whore that denies 
levels tion and Prophefie, are not permitted, which will not learn of 
Chrift j and they that be out of the Spirit and Power cf Chrift, that 
the Prophets were in, who are in the Tianfgresion, are ignoiant of 
ike Scriptures; and filch are againft Womens fpeaking, and Mens too, 
who preach that which they have received of the Lord Cod ; but that 
which they have preached , and do preach , will come over all your 
j heads, yea, over the head of thefalfe Church, the Pope; for the Pope 
ft. the Hoad of the Falfe Church, andthePalfe Church is the’ Popes Wife x 
nsd fo he and they that be of him, and come from him, are sgainft 
loosens fpeaking in the True Church, when both he and the falfe Church 
ue called W'im*, in Revel. 17 , and fo are in the Trmfgre sion that 
WCaldiifurp authority over the Man Chrift Jefus, and his Wife too, and 
1 would not have him to Reign j but the Judgment of the great Whore is 
I Pome. But Chrift, who is the Head of theChuich, the Tiue Woman 
1 which it his Wife, in it do Daughters Prophefie, who are above the 
j sndhis Wife andaaopof them; And here Clsrirt is the Head of 
thcMaleand Female, who may fpeak; aid the Church is ailed 4 Ret el 
t fntRhtei 1 fo the Woman muft offer as well as the Mm, Riv. ti.ty. 

J* J^/riV/airh, £tmt , d*d the Bride feith t Cemtt and fo is not 
j the Bride the Church > and doth the Church only confift of Men f you 
I that deny Womens fpeaking, anfwer: Doth it not confift of W mien as 
j well as men? Is not the Bride compared to the whole Church * And doth 
j ^*7» Berner Doth not the Woman fpeak then f the H<ii. 

band Chrift Jefus, die Amt* , and doth not the falfe Church go about 
j J® flop the B:tdesMmth ? B jc it is not poffible for the Bridegroom is with 
Us Bride, and he opens her Mouth. Chrift Jefus, who goes on Conouei ing, 
tod to Conquer, who kill and (Iiyci with (he S«or<J, which if the wnrdi ot* 
his Mouth,*theLambaod the Saints lliall have the Vi£h»ry,th?tru: c pcakci« 
of Men and Women over tb: falfe Speaker. C 


The End. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


A NDyon dorkPrujls, that orefo mod agaifi Womens 

end ids ft rrtvtttu to yon , did not God fay to Abrahr 
Us it not be grtvtom in thy fight , btcanft of the Lad , and been 
of thy bond-woman ? In all teat Sarah bath f*id to thee, bear] 
to her voice ( Mark, bore ) the Husband mnft learn of the Wo 
and Abraham did fo , and tbit woe concerning the things of 
for be faith in Ifaac fbatt thy feed be catted, and fo- Abnhtm 
obey the voice of Sarah, at yon may' read in Genefij *i. and fA 
did not fquench the good that rtat in bio wife, for that which be fpl 
to Abraham was ttneernitsgtbo Chords . 

And yon may read Deborah and Barack , and ft bom a- Wo, 
Preach and Sung Judges y. what gltritm triumphing etcprtft 
there was from a Woman , beyond all the Pritfis Servants, wi 
Barack did not bid be jUent i f or the Snog and Trmfed God, t 
deflated to the Cbnreb of Ifracl which now the hungry Priefh tl 
denyeo Womens Speaking makfs a trade of her. words for a /r 
hood. 

And in Judges i j. There yon may fee , bow the Angel appea 
te a Woman, and bow the Woman came te her Hntband and 
him , faying, a man of Cjod canto te. me, wbtfe Countenance 
like the Conntenance of a Utfan of God, and fdid that she sb 
f'ohttivo and bare a Son, and again the Angel of the Lord apfti 
to tbt Woman , and she made balk and ran , and shewed 
Hntband and fold mutt him, behold, bo bath appeared onto [ 
that tame onto mo tbt other day , and mken tbo Angel of tbt < 
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wtugtn , tit WtmAni Unthmnd faid % we sbsmldfnr elf iyi iecsnft w* 
bdi fee* Ctd , nnd tbtnym m*y rendbtw the Wtmsn etmfmed btr 
Hnslnnd *tnin , sml fnid t if the Lerd were fit*fed to kjlt mt be 
wtnld mot bunt tbtwtd ms nlltbtjt things , ntr trtnld this timtbsVt 
ttldmftub thingt*tthtf r, mndtbit wnsnH'ms^tbnt tnngbt. 



EPISTLE 

FROM THE 

Womenrifearly Meeting at York, 1688. 

AND 

An EPISTLE from Mary Waitt* 



^TESTIMONYfor the Lord and 
his Truth , given forth by the women 
friendsy at their yearly meetings at 
York, being a tender falutation of love, 
to their friends and fijlers, in their fe- 
veral monthly meetings, in this county , 
and elfi where , greeting. 

Dear friends and fillers, 

W E, being met together in the fear of the 
Lord, to wait upon him for his ancient 
power, to order us, and, in his wifdom and 
counlel, to guide us in our exercile relating to 
church affairs: It hath plcaled him to break in 
among us in a glorious manner, to our great fatis- 
fa&ion, and he hath filled our meeting with his 
living prelence, and crowned our affembly with 
his heavenly power, and opened the fountain of 
life unto us, and caufcd the llrcams of his love 
freely to flow among us, and run from veflel to 
veflel, to the gladding of our hearts, which caufeth 
living praife, and hearty thanklgiving to be ren¬ 
dered unto him, who alone is worthy. And, friends, 
we hereby fignify to you, that there hath been many 
liv ing te flimonies delivered among us from t h e di vine 
openings of the fpiritof life, in many brethren and 
fillers, whereby we are fully fatisfied that the 
Lord is well plealed with this our lervice, and 
doth accept our lacrifices and free-will offerings, 
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and returns an anfwer of peace unto our bofoms, 
which is greatly our reward. Here hath alio been 
brought feveral teftimonies in writing from divers 
of our monthly meetings, to our great fatisfa&ion, 
touching the care of friends for the honour of God, 
and profperity of truth in one another. And, dear 
friends, in that unchangeable love and precious 
truth of our God, we dearly falute you, wherein 
our relation and acquaintance with him, and one 
with another, in fpirit, is daily renewed, and our 
care and concern for his honour, and one another's 
good, is Hill continued; and therein we fee there 
is as great need as ever to watch over one another 
for good; tho’ it hath pleaied God, in his infinite 
mercy and love,to give us a day of eafe and liberty, 
as to the outward, and hath broken the bonds of 
many captives, and hath let the opprefled free, 
and hath opened the prifon doors in a great mea- 
fure: living praifes be given him for ever! And 
now, friends, it is our defire that we all may make 
a right ufe of it, and anfwer the end of the Lord 
in it, and neither take nor give liberty to that part 
in any which may give the Lord occafion to lufc 
fer our bonds to be renewed, but in his fear and 
holy awe walk humbly before him, in a holy and 
felf-denying life, under the crofs of Chrift Jefus, 
whkh daily crucifies us to the world, and the 
world to us , and teacheth us to deny ungodlinefe, 
and worldly lulls, and to live righteoully and lo- 
berly in this prefent world, that by our holy lives 
and righteous con yerfation, others, feeing our good 
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works, may glorify our heavenlyFathcr, and that, 
by our truth-like andChriftian behaviour, and up¬ 
right dealing in all our affairs among the children 
of men, we may walk as becomes the truth. And, 
dear friends, join not with any fort of people fur¬ 
ther than will Hand with truth’s honour, and reach 
God’s witnefs in every conference, but as much as 
in you licth live peaceably with all men, and do 
good unto all,efpecially unto the houfhold of faith, 
and fo daily fulfill the royal law of love, in ihew- 
ing to all men that you are Chrift's difciples, by 
loving him and one another. And, friends, we can¬ 
not but warn you of the feparating and quarrelling 
fpirit which leads unto ftrife, contention and jang¬ 
ling, and would thereby lay wafte your concern 
for God’s honour, and one another’s good; this is 
that old adverfary and enemy of mankind, who, 
in all ages, went about like a roaring /;>#, feek- 
ing whom he might devour, and, as a ravenous 
wolf, fometimes gets the fheeps cloathing, and 
never wants fpecious pretences to acoomplifh his 
defign, and bring about his end, which is to divide, 
read, tear, deftroy and ieparatc from God and one 
another; and would lay wafte the heritage of God, 
and make fpoil of his plantation, and leave his ten¬ 
der plants without care, in the briars and thorns, 
and every hurtful weed to wrap about them to 
hinder their growth, and draw them out of their 
order, by reawn of which, as in the days ofold, the 
way of truth might be evil fooken of The Loud 
difappoint him of his purpole, and frullratc him of 
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his end, is our prayer, and keep him livingly fen- 
fiblc, that the end of the Lord, in all his fatherly 
corre&ions, gentle chaftilements, arid kind reproofs, 
hath been to prclerve us from the fnares of the 
enemy. Therefore, dear friends, be concerned for 
the prefervation of one another in every of your 
relpcftivc monthly meetings,and be faithful in per¬ 
forming your l'ervice and duty to God, and to one 
another, as he opens it in you, and lays it upon 
yon, in exhortation, admonition and reproof, in ten¬ 
der love, for lb it will be as the balm of Gilead un¬ 
to thole who are wounded by the wiles of the ene¬ 
my ; for, dear friends, it is the very end of our; 
travel and labour of love, that the hungry may be 
fed, the naked cloathed , the weak firengthened, 
the feeble comforted,and the wounded healed. So 
that the very weakeft, and hindermoft of the flock, 
may be gathered into the fold of reft and fafety, 
where no deftroyer can come, where theranfomed 
and redeemed by the Lord have the fongs of de¬ 
liverance and high praife in their mouths, giving 
him the honour, who alone is worthy for ever. And, 
friends, let us ever remember the tender dealing 
and mercies of the Lord to us, and that it was not 
for our deferts, nor any worthinels in us, but his 
own good will, and for his feed lake, in which he 
heard our many cries, and had regard to our tears, 
and helped us through many exercifesand trials in¬ 
wardly and outwardly, and hath been our rock 
and refuge, and our lure hiding place, in many 
ftorms and exercifcs ; and yet preferves in perfect 
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peace all thole that truft in him, who keep has new 
creation full of joy; and the voice of thankigiving 
and n^elody is heard in our land, and the Lord be* 
comes unto us the place of broad rivers, and makes 
us before him as well watered gardens, and affeds 
our hearts with his divine love to praile his name. 
And now to you young women, whom our fouls 
love, and whom the Lord delighteth to do'good 
unto, and hath vifited with the taftes of his love, 
be you ordered by him in all things, that, in your 
modeft and chaft behaviour, your comely and dc* 
cent drefles in your apparel, and in all other things 
you may be good examples to others, not only 
thofe that are without, but to fome profclfing of 
the faith, that in the line of life, ana language of 
truth,we may fpeak one to another and lay, Arife y 
ye daughters of Sion , /bake your/elves from the 
duji of the earthy put on the beautiful garments, 
even the robes of rightcoufhcis, the faints cloath- 
ing, the ornament of a meek and quiet lpirit. And 
be not too careful for preferment or riches in this 
world, but be careful to know the Lord to be 
your portion and the lot of your inheritancc.Thcn 
teftimonies will arile as in the days of old \ our lot 
is fallen in a good ground,\vc have large pofleflions. 
And, friends, be not concerned in reference to mar¬ 
riage out of God’s fear, but firft wait to know 
your Maker to become your husband and the 
bridegroom of your fouls, then you will come to 
.know that you arc not your own. but that he 
mull have the ordering and diipofing of you, in 
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foul, body and fpirit, which are all hii; for he, be* 
ing the only one unto you, and the chiefeft of ten 
thousand among you, will be your beloved and 
your friend. Oh! friends, this date is happy, and 
blefled are they that attain it,and live in it; theLord 
is not unmindful of them, but in his own time, ii 
he leg it good for them, can provide meet helps 
for them; then will your marriage be honourable, 
being orderly accomplished with the a (Tent of pa¬ 
rents, and the unity of friends, and an honour to 
God,and comfort to your own fouls: then husbands 
and children are a blcfiing in the hands of theLord, 
and you will arife in your day, age and generation, 
as mothers in Ifrael, as thofe holy ancients whole 
living teftimonies reacheth unto us, and blefled 
memories liveth with us according to our meafures; 
as Lydia open hearted toGod and one to another, 
asDorcas careful to do one another good, asDeborah 
concerned in the common wealth of Ifrael, and as 
Tael zealous for the truth, who was praifed above 
women. And you, friends, who are under the pre¬ 
lent concern, and in your day’s work, do it not 
negligently, not with carelefs minds, but be you 
diligent in every of your womens meetings, and 
order two faithful women in every meeting to take 
the care upon them, and fo far as may anfwcr 
truth, do you endeavour that nothing be pradiled 
among you, but what tends to God’s honour, and 
one another’s comfort; let nothing lie indulged or 
connived at in any, whereby truth is difhonoured, 
and let that be cherilhed and encouraged in all 
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wherewith truth is honoured ; and theie our te- 
ftimonies caft not carelefly into a corner, butfome 
time peruie them, and mark well the wholefbmc 
advice therein; that our travel may beanfwcred, 
the Lord honoured, and you reap the benefit; and 
let a record be kept from month to month, and 
from year to year, of the Lord’s dealing with us, 
and mercy to us, to future ages; that from age to 
age, and one generation to another, his own works 
may praiie him, to whom allpraiics do belong, 
and be ascribed both now and forever. 


From our yearly meeting at Tork } the i%th 
of the jib month , i6fc>8. 


Signed on the behalf of the meeting by 

Catharine Whitton | Mary Waite 
Judith Boulby Deborah Winn 
Elizabeth Sedtnan Eliz. Beckwith 
Frances Taylor | Mary Lindley 


C 


A WARNING 
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^WARNING to all friends* who 
frafefs theeverbafiing truth of God, which 
he hath r&eakd and made manrjefi in 
this bis biejfed day , whether an this fide , 
or beyond the feas. 


Dear friends, 

I N tender bowels of love do I feel, fix** tbs 
Lord, a warning fpriugratny heart toy oji; that 
you all may be kept low in his humble felf- 
denying life, where fafety is to be found; for, a£ 
furedly, the great and notable day of the Lord is 
at hand, in which he will arifb in the greatnefs of 
his ftrength, to plead the caufe of his fuffering 
feed with all its enemies, whether within or without. 
So all dear friends be faithful under your feveral 
difpenfations; for in our Father’s houfe are many 
inanfions. Keep in the low vallies, for there will be 
your fafety, there will the green paftures of 
God’s love be-partaken of,’ and with fuch Will he 


delight to dwell.. So, all ifiends, keen to your 
watch, that theday oftheLprd cbmenot man hour 
you look notfor it,iand fo you receive the unfaith¬ 
ful fervant’s reward; for indeed, friends, my foul 
is in a great travel tor the prOfperlty of Sion, that 
her walls may be builded, her breaches repaired 
and made up; for, for many months, yeafome 
years,hath my fpirit been bowed downed groaned 
under thefenfeof an eafeful, felfiih, lukewarm 

fpirit, 



fpirit, that hath crept in upon many for want of 
Watchfulnefs, and keeping to the daily crofs of 
Chrift Jefus, and in the narrow way and lavoury 
life, that only will bring honour and praife to the 
name of the Lord. And how to be eafed of thefc 
weights and burdens I did not know: my cry ■was 
to the Lord, that he would give me wifdOm and 
ftrength to do his will. And it pleafed him to lay 
his hand upon me, and bring me near to the gates 
of deaths fo far as I law; and was pleafed to hide 
hirnfdf from me, and my foul was in a languifhing 
condition* and my cries were great unto the Lora, 
that he would not hide his face fiom me, but let 
me feel of his wonted goednefs and mercy,by which 
I had received daily comfort and fatisfadion from 
him in his unerring path* in which he had been 
pleafed to lead me. And* at length* the'Lord ap¬ 
peared* and laid he would be my phy fician,and cure 
my difeafe, and came in and comforted my fpirit 
with his overcoming love, which greatly revived 
me. And in the openings of the bowels of his end- 
lefs love, he fhewed me a terrible day drew near, 
even, as one may fay* at the door, and laid it up¬ 
on me, togo warn his people in this city, and elfc- 
where, to depart from all hlthinds both of flefh 
and fpirit, from all lukcwarmnefs, from the fa- 
fhioris, cuftoms and fricndfhips of this world; from 
pride, covetoufnefs, and every fin that feparateth 
from the Lord, and brings drynefs, barrenticfs and 
dcadnefs upon many* and makes as unfavory fair, 
that k good for nothing, but to be caft forth and 
trodden upon. C 2 And 
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And to warn them not to delay time, but come 
into the true humility, lowlinefs of fpirit, and 
felf-denying life, that the Lord might be a hiding 
place to them, for terrible will that day be to all 
the unfaithful and difobedient. All the finners in 
Sion fhall be afraid, fearfolnefs (hall take hold on 
the hypocrite, dread and horror fliall furprife them. 
O whither will you unfaithful fly 1 Would you 
not be glad that either rocks or mountains could 
hide you from the prefence of the Lord, and the 
wrath of the Lamb? O this will be a terrible day 
indeed unto all thofe that have had a form of god- 
linefs, but denied the power that would have faved 
them out of all defilements and pollutions of this 
world. 

For long hath the fpirit of the Lord been 
grieved with thefe,who have long come and fitten 
among God’s people, as if they had been of them, 
but never came to fink down to the heart fearch- 
ing light of Chrift Jefus in them, that by it they 
might be cleanled from all fecret and open fins, 
from every Dalilah that lodgeth in the bofbm, as 
pride and covctoufnefs, which often the one at¬ 
tends the other; covetoufnefs, faith the lervant of 
the Lord, is the root of all evil, and advifed them 
to fly from it; but who abide not in the fpirit of 
judgment, and of burning, which God hath pre¬ 
pared to purge away the filth of the daughter of 
Sion, their filth hath not been purged or done 
away, which caufeth many mifcarriages, blots and 
ftains, and great reflections have fuch brought up¬ 
on 



on the bld&d truth, and much dirt ha^h been 
thrown on the pure, holy, and undefiled way of 
the Lord, which he hath caft up for the ranfomed 
to walk in, and fo through the unfaithfulnefs and 
uneven walking of fuch, the name of the Lord 
hath been greatly dilhonoured, hislpiiit grieved, 
and the hearts of the righteous made fad. And 
many a wounded foul there is among the lord's 
people, who are bowed under thefe weights and 
preflures ; but' afluredly the day haftens that every 
one - muft bear their own burden, and tbe Lord 
will eafe his innocent ones, who have been bowed 
down before him, and hare mourned and groaned 
under thefe things • yea the day haftens, that the 
unfaithful and dilobedient fhall bear their own 
burdens. And the Lord wffl arife for his own name 
and. glory lake, and will eafe him of his enemies, 
and avenge him of his adverfaries, and take to 
kimfelf bis great power, that he may reign and 
rule in the hearts of his, that faithfully labour in 
his work, and. order their converfations aright be¬ 
fore him. His glory fhall reft upon them, for he 
will, not give it to another feed or birth, but to 
Chiift Jefosthe feed of the woman, who was given 
to bruife the ferpent's head; he hath born the 
iniquities of all, and been prefed under them as a 
cart with fheaves; his face hath been more marred 
than any man’s, and his voice not heard in the 
streets, no beauty nor comlinefs leen in him; and, 
bccaufe he hath been a man of fbrrows, and ac¬ 
quainted with grief, therefore hath be been pgffed 
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by, and not regarded, but the Lord will make 
him the joy of many generations, and his Sion the 
pnife of the whole earth. 

Therefore, dear friends, love him with aB youf 
fouls, and be you delighted in him above aH en¬ 
joyments whatever, that you may lie down in 
the bofom of his love, and be nourifhed by his 
lide, as children of our heavenly Father, begotten 
by the immortal word of life, to live and reign 
here in it, and, when time fhali be no more, enter 
into that blefled reft prepared fbt all thofe that 
have obeyed his glorious gofpel; and though as 
yet we be but as the gleaning of the vintage, yet 
the Lord bath many to gather, yea the number- 
lefs number fhali be gathered, and great will be 
the work of our God, which he is bringing to pafs 
in this his blefled day; it cannot be declared as it 
is feen and felt in the fpirit. 

So, friends, be faithful in the work of your day, 
be valiant for the Lord and his blefled truth; come 
up in the nobility of his life, and Hand faithful 
witnefles for him; for w r e are the city fet upon a 
hill, yea battle axes in God's hand, though our 
weapons are not carnal, but fpiritual and mighty, 
through the power of God,. to the pulling down 
the ftrong holds of fin and latan. Friends, we are 
they whom the Lord hath railed to hold forth 
Chrift Jefus, whom he hath given for an enfigrt to 
the nations, unto whom all the ends of the earth 
muft come for falvation. 

So, dear friends, let your light fhine forth be¬ 
fore 



lore men, that they may fee your good works, 
end glorify your heaycrtlyFather, lo that by your 
godly life and holy conyerfation many may en¬ 
quire the way to Sion. 

All friends be faithful, and keep vour meetings 
In the fear of the Lord; be diligent in his work, 
for the woe and curfe belongs to them that do the 
Lord’s work negligently, or with carelefs minds, 
and it is come on fbme already, and will come 
more upon others, if by ipeedy repentance they 
return not unto the Lord. So be zealous for the 
Lord and his truth, and, as much as in you lies, 
gather orderly together as near the time as pofllhle, 
that the meeting is appointed at; for difordcrly 
coming hath been a hurt, and burdened the faithful, 
who dare not be negligent in the Lord’s work, 
and-often they have waited a oonfiderable lealbn, 
aocj, God’s power hath been felt, and the manifold 
grace of God been difpenfed among us, and then 
others come in and mils of the counfcls, admoni¬ 
tions and refreifcments, which the Lord, by the 
operation of- his blefled fpirit, hands forth to bis 
people, and lb, forwent of zeal in coming duly to 
meriting, Specially on the week days, truth bath 
not grown in them, but foch have long travelled 
in the wildernels, and many carcales fallen therq, 
and fo, for want of zeal and faithfulnefi, the ene¬ 
my bath crept in, and darkened many mind^where 
once there was tender good defires failed after 
God. So all have need to be faithful, and wait di¬ 
ligently eyeiy opportunity the Lord gives you to 
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feel your ftrength renewed; for in the world ar« 
many incumbrances and intanglcments, fbme or 
one hand, and fome on another, to draw the mind 
from God,and but one to draw it to him; lb there 
is great need of holy zeal and diligence, in obferve- 
ing the time to wait upon the l ord to feel youi 
ftrength renewed, to help through the many 
things, and his power to ftrengthen and lupport, 
that in your families, and all your undertakings, 
vou may be a good favour to the Lord, being 
guided by his wiftiom to rule and order your chil¬ 
dren and iervants, and he will give authority tc 
ftand over every thing that is contrary to his wit* 
nels. And in the fear of the Lord I warn and ex¬ 
hort all parents not to wink or connive at any 
fin in your children, as you tender their everlafting 
well being; let no fin go unreproved or uncor- 
retted, but. take the wife man’s counfel, who 
faith, Folly is bound up in the heart of a child 
but the rod of correction mull drive it out y am 
he that corrects his child pall deliver his foul 
from death . So, friends, train up your children in 
the bleffed truth and fear of the Lord, fo may you 
hare hope they will not depart from it when they 
are old. And take heed of giving way or fuffer- 
ing them to get into pride, and the vain and foolifli 
fafhions, which are a fhame to fbber people, and 
a great inlet to many evils, for they are prone to 
that by nature, and it may foon be fet up, but 
hard to get it down. So, friends, keep the yoke 
upon that nature that is proud, ftubborn, or dil- 

obedient 



obedient, to parents, break that will in them bc- 
tihies which comes from the evil one, and bend 
tbcm while they are young, left when they grow 
up you cannot. And then you may forrow greatly 
When it is too late; for by your overlooking 
their folly or pride, the wrong nature grows in 
them to a ftrong head, whereby you have helped 
them forwards in the broad way which leads to 
dbftru&ion, and their blood may come to be re¬ 
tired at your hands. Ah, friends! friends! as 
much as in you lies keep down the evil, and the 
good will arife, then there will be room for the 
tender feed to grow up in them, and they will 
blefs the Lord on your behalfs, for your love and 
care of their immortal fouls. 

And all mafters and miftrefles of families, keep 
in the dominion of truth, that in it you may rule 
over every unclean thing, and wrong l'pirit, that 
is contrary to the Lord, that you abiding in him 
who is the higheft power, and higher than the 
powers of darknefs, may in it keep your autho¬ 
rity in your families; and look that all be kept 
fwcct and clean out of the condemnable ftatc, firlt 
in yourfelves, and then in your families, to fee 
that all wiidncls, wantonnefsand rudenefs, be kept 
under by the power, yea every thing that would 
blot or (lain the precious truth. And then if the 
Lord requires any lervice or teftimony of any of 
you, for his name and blefled truth, that all may 
be clear in yourfelves, ard juftified by God's wir- 

D mfi. 



( .8 ) 

ncfs, that you have Hood in his coumel andautho- 
rity in your families, and been good examples in 
life and convention, by keeping your own houles 
in order, and ruling there for God j then may you 
openly with boldnefs appear for the Lord, and 
threlh down fin and every evil way, in the pow¬ 
er and authority of his life, that none may have 
any thing to aceiie any of you on the accounts 
above mentioned. And, dear friends, all keep 
in the favourylife; but more elpecially you who 
are drawn forth to bear publick teftimony for 
the Lord and his blefled truth, keep you to the 
watch, that at all times, places, and on all oc- 
cafions, your lives may preach for God, by a clean 
unipot ted converfation, which is the crown of all 
the faithful, who labour in the work of the Lord, 
and are upright before him• his glory fhall reft 
upon them, and their reward is lure. 

Now unto all you young people, Tons and 
daughters, apprentices, men or maid fervants, all 
that are convinced of God’s truth, and the way 
that leads to cvcrlafting life and happinefs, be 
you all faithful to God's wit ncfs in you, and mind 
the motions and operations of it, that thereby you 
may be changed, and all judge out what’s con¬ 
trary to his pure witnefs; let not your minds 
wander, neither look at the vanities in this world, 
for Chiift's kingdom is not of it, nor to be found 
in pride, wantonnefs, and luft of the flelh, the 
falnions, cuttoms, and fiiendfhips of this world, 




( ij> ). 

for thp devil is the king of pride, and all its an¬ 
tecedents, that lead to the gates of hell and ever- 
falling deftru&ion, where there is woe and mi*- 
ferjr, and that for ever more, where the worm 
never dies, the fire never goes out'; fo all you 
young and tender ones, where deiiit* ate begot¬ 
ten after God, keep you low in Ids fear, and to 
the daily crois, that all the contrary may be cru¬ 
cified, and all the enmity flain upon it. For 
every one that will be a difciple of Chrift Jefet 
muft come into the fel£denying life. You can- 
pot have two kingdoms; fo my advice to you all 
JSji floop to ChrHFs appearance in you, he who 
invites all to come and learn of hhn, who is 
meek and lowly, and you lhall find reft to your 
fouls. So all be faithful in your feveral places 
and the exercifes you may be under, that you may 
grow in grace, and in the fear and wiftlom of God. 
Let-not your eyes look out at others, but mind 
your own conditions; for, if you do, it will fpy 
many faults in others, and may be overlook more 
at home. This hinders the growth of many, lb 
all wait low within to feel your growth in the 
blefied truth, and know how the work goes on; 
and whether thou fed GbcFs love, ftiercy and 
goodneft, renewed to thee day by day, or not; 
for your, accounts will be for the deeds done in 
your bodies, and not for others, fo every one is 
jblaboar toknpw y „ur <calling and ele&ion made 
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And you that are apprentices keep in the 
truth, love and obey it, for it will keep you 
faithful in your places, and out of every deceitful 
way, performing them not with eye fervice, but 
with finglcnds of heart, as unto the Lord, from 
whom youmuft receive a reward. And if the ene¬ 
my entice, confent not, though he come in with 
never fo fair pretences, That thou mayeft de¬ 
ceive thy mafter, and it will never ,be known, 
or purloin or wafte his Goods: believe him 
pot, he is a liar, and the father of lyes^ for there 
is an eye that fees in fecret, which, will bring all 
the hidden deeds of darknefs to light, and every 
work to judgment. So as thy work is, fhall be 
thy reward. But fear the Lord and obey his 
voice in thee, and he will deliver thee out of 
every unclean way and polluted path, by his 
dear Ion Chrift Jefus, whom he hath given .for 
a high way of holinds, and a idlorer of paths 
to dwell in. Glory to his Name for ever faith 
the redeemed, who are now returning unto Sion 
with .fangs of deliverance, in their mouths, and 
cverlafting high praifes are founded unto him, 
by thole wbofo garments arq made white in the 
blood of the Lamb, for Sion’s redeemer is come, 
the taker away of fm and iniquity is made mani- 
feft, the mourners in Sion comforted, the weary 
travellers are refrefked, the feeble knees are 
^lengthened, the broken fpirit bound up, and 
the wounded foul hath oil poured in : who can 
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>ut rejoice, and be exceeding glad? for he hath 
>ut a new long in our mouths, he hath given 
lis people beauty for allies, and, inftead of 
teavinefi, the fpirit Of praift. . All that Icflow 
lim will fpeak well of his name, for aH the 
loble ads he hath brought to pafs for his 
hildren. My foul is greatly affeded in the 
emembrance of the Lord's numbcrlefs mercies 
to me) and a little remnant whom he hath 
ducked as brands out -of the fire, to Ihew forth 
lis praifes, and declare of his goodnefs in the 
and of the living, to hold forth Chrlft, the 
yay to the Father, to the nations, that liis 
pattered feed may be gathered from all the 
rnds of the earth. 


So I have cleared my • fpirit of what hath 
long lain upon me, and difcharged my 
confoience, in delivering the Lord's meflage 
faithfully, according to the ability he hath 
given me. And fo am dear in my fpirit: 
The Lord let it home upon every heart 
whom it may concern, and that it may be 
received in the lame bowels of love it 
was given forth. Then fhall I have my 
reward, and the Lord his glory. And fo 
Ihall return to my tent, and enter into 
the hole of the. rock, where lafety is to 

be 
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be Found, till the indignation be ovef 
paft; and in the endlefi unchangeable low 
of God do I filute you, and bid you farewe, 
in the Lord. 


MARY WAITE. 


York, the =i oth of the ad 
month, i6t> 


Let this be read in friends meetings, 
when they are gathered together, in the 
fear of the Lord, and in his weighty 
favoury life. 
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